
Seneca Valley Girls Lacrosse 
Booster Meeting Minutes from October 5, 2016 

In Attendance:  Steve Salvatore, Charlene Martin, Eileen Podolec, Richard Hanks, Donna Latsko (via 
conference call), Eric Clakeley, Gary McClintock, Karen Byers, Beth Rupert, Cindy Edkins, Lou Martin, 
Michelle Podlaski, Shelley Leech, and Joanna Listwak. (Note that upon arrival our meeting location was changed 
from the Haine Middle School cafeteria to the Haine Middle School library.) 
  
Call to Order & Welcome - Lou Martin:   7:05 p.m.   

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes as Distributed - Joanna Listwak:  September 2016  - Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report - Richard Hanks: The September financials were distributed and reviewed.  Due to the 
cancellation of the homecoming carnival/parade, we will get our $55 back for the booth rental, and will try to 
make up the $500 lost income with future restaurant and group fundraising efforts. 

Youth & Middle School Club Report - Elise Dreakford:  Not present.  However, Joanna Listwak reported that 
one U13 team (13 players) and two U15 teams (24 players) are registered to play in the Hope for the Cure 
tournament at RMU on October 24th!  Very positive feedback on youth fall ball was communicated by youth 
parents so far!  Group discussed pros and cons to holding tryouts for middle school “A & B” teams this spring 
since we are expecting over 20 7th graders to play this year.  There was overwhelming support for creating 2 
equal teams vs. 1 “more competitive” and 1 “less competitive” (ie. and A and a B ) team. 

Varsity/JV Report - Head Coach Katie Smolter:  Not present.  However, Coach Clakeley reported there’s 2 more 
Monday night youth fall ball sessions left (none on October 10th due to the school holiday), and there’s been, on 
average, 35 youth attending each week!  Kudos to Julia Byers for helping to organize and run this program for her 
senior project!  There have been great turnouts for Thursday night high school fall ball sessions too.  The new turf 
stadium has allowed for more space and drills vs. in prior years on the Haine grass field.  Coaches will continue 
high school fall ball for as long as the weather permits. 

Any player committed to participating in the October 15th tournament at Bethel Park HS must register online 
using the link that Coach Smolter emailed out.  Same for the Winners Edge indoor fall session at the Iceoplex in 
Southpointe (Nov-Dec).  

Coach Smolter is currently working on obtaining gym space for our winter conditioning so this schedule should 
be available soon. 

Reminder from coaches - Unfortunately, players are absolutely NOT allowed to sell the Sarris candy bars on 
school grounds.   

We will have a spring training trip update meeting for all those involved (parents and players), most likely right 
after the Meet the Coaches meeting already scheduled for February 1, 2017. 

Rich Hanks received a $360 invoice from KSA for prepayment of our FL spring training trip referee fees, and will 
submit it to the school district for them to pay. 
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Committee Reports:  A huge thank you to all of the parents who have volunteered so far for committees this 
year! 

a.  Homecoming Booth - Debbie Walker & Shelley Leech: Shelley expressed disappointment by all regarding the 
cancellation of this year’s Homecoming parade/carnival.  A huge thanks to everyone that volunteered their time 
and talents, and please save them all for next year! 

b.  Spring Training Trip - Eileen Podolec:  Have 15 girls and 2 coaches confirmed to go, and now a 16th player 
may be interested in going too.  The final trip payment will be due on December 1st, and the amount will be 
communicated as soon as all of the flights are secured. 

c. Fundraising - Shelley Leech & Debbie Walker:  Shelley reported the Sarris candy fundraiser has been a huge 
success, chocolate bars were extremely easy to sell, and we can extend the fundraiser for as long as the girls want 
to sell them.  

Rich Hanks obtained 2 tickets in Consol, section 112, for the Pens vs. Capitals game on January 16, 2017, and 
Shelley has a donated Buford’s Kitchen (restaurant across from Consol) gift card to combine for our raffle ticket 
prize package.  Shelley hopes to have the raffle tickets printed in time to hand out at fall ball next Thursday, Oct. 
13th.  Raffle tickets will be printed in books of 10 tickets and sell for $5/ticket.  100% of the proceeds will go to 
each player’s individual fundraising account! 

Cindy Edkins suggested that we check with the new restaurant in Cranberry, Panda Express, about doing a dining 
fundraiser for us since the one they did for CTAA was very lucrative. 

Shelley and Donna would like to have the players gift wrap again at Barnes and Noble bookstore, possibly for 2 
nights this year, on dates as close to Christmas as possible. Last year each player that participated made about $30 
each for their fundraising account!  B&N allows us to set up a table in their store and customers make donations 
after the players wrap their gifts. 

Anyone that dropped their homecoming booth donations off to Debbie Walker’s house, kindly contact Debbie to 
make arrangements with her to pick them up. 

Any other fundraising ideas are welcomed, as we continually evaluate opportunities to make money in the future. 

d.  Sponsorship Program Administrator - Joanna Listwak:  So far $800 has been received from local 
businesses.  An email will be sent out to the club shortly that will show a listing of all the current year sponsors 
obtained so far, as well as the prior year sponsor listing and current year advertising flyer again.  A reminder that 
any players wishing to use this fundraiser to help pay for their trip will have to collect from their sponsors before 
the final trip payment is due on December 1st. 

e.  Apparel - Kristin Hanks:  not present.  Richard Hanks reported that we need more player backpacks ASAP and  
we need to first find out if the backpack design has changed at all.   

Due to low apparel orders last fall, Pro Knitwear (our current apparel vendor) has limited our fall selection to 4 
apparel items.  Baseball style shirts seem to be a current trend to consider offering. It is imperative that we make 
sure our youth and middle school teams can place orders this fall too.  It was noted that this coming spring we will 
be permitted to offer up a full selection of apparel again.  To prevent minimum order issues, we should consider 
combining orders with the boys lacrosse team more in the future. 

f.  Yard Signs - PJ Foley:  No report. 
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g.  Concession Stand - Kristen Valeri & Shelley Leech:   The girls soccer team purchased new storage cabinets 
and offered to give us their old ones.  As a result, they will move all of our cabinets to the back of the concession 
stand space for us (which is a better location.) 

h.  Game Announcers & Spotters - Donna Latsko, Debbie Walker, Dino DeFabbo, Jeff Listwak.  No report. 

i.  Stats Keepers - Gary McClintock & Brian Podolec:   No report.  

j.  Game Video -  Eileen Podolec:  No report.  

k.  Photographer & Banquet Video - Jeff Reiterman, Bill Foley, & Jayme Meredith: No report. 

l.  V/JV Team Parents - Eileen Podolec, Liz Welsh, Erin Meredith & PJ Foley:  No report.  

m. Game Day Sponsor Board -  OPEN position 

n.  Game Day Programs - Kristen Valeri: No report. 

o.  Picture Day - Liz Welsh: No report. 

p.  Team Community Poster - OPEN position 

q.  Webmaster - Steve Salvatore: Is in the process of updating our website, and moving the Shutterfly link so it 
can be accessed from the svgirlslax.com website.  Will add the svgylax@gmail.com email address link to our 
website for anyone having questions for youth and middle school programs (this email address forwards to Elise 
Dreakford).  Will also look into linking Coach Smolter’s school website to our booster website so that items like 
season calendars can be easily accessed by all. 

r.  Senior Night - Debbie Walker: No report. 

s.  V/JV Banquet - Liz Welsh, Karen Byers: No report. 

Old Business:  

New Business:  Once a game schedule has been determined for the 7v7 Bethel Park tournament, Eileen Podolec 
will send an email out requesting tent and food donations. 

We also need to purchase a new water cooler to use for the upcoming season. 

A huge thanks to everyone that came out to the meeting.  We can always use more help, so if you have any 
talents and/or time that you can give, please let us know. There are currently 2 committee positions that still 
need to be filled - Team Community Poster and Game Day Board - so please consider stepping up to fill 
these BEFORE our season starts! 

Meeting Adjourned:  8:20pm 

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, November 2, 2016 — 7:00pm in the Haine Middle School cafeteria 

Minutes submitted by:  Joanna Listwak, Secretary/Communications
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